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The combination of two reactions lithiation/borylation and subsequent one-carbon
homologation or vinylation to deliver functionalized compounds having quaternary
centers in very high enantioselectivity is described by V. Aggarwal et al. in their
Communication on page 3760 ff. Bristol�s International Balloon Festival and the
Clifton suspension bridge act as the backdrop of this chemistry.

Zintl Ions
The chemistry of Zintl ions has undergone an enormous upsurge thanks to the
realization that these species can also be used as building blocks for the synthesis of
materials. T. F. F�ssler et al. present the latest advances in this field in their Review
on page 3630 ff.

Natural Product Synthesis
E. A. Theodorakis et al. describe in their Communication on page 3672 ff., the
synthesis of (�)-jiadifenolide, a modulator of neurotrophic factors. The decisive step
is a novel acid-induced cascade reaction for the assembly of the E ring lactone.

Nanotechnology
In their Communication on page 3747 ff., Y. Yin et al. describe the magnetically
assisted synthesis of nanochains consisting of superparamagnetic Fe3O4 particles
coated with silica to give mechanically robust and optically active rods.
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